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Perfectly Prague
—  

Exploring Europe’s  hidden gem on foot

W
alking across Prague’s Charles Bridge 

as a newly arrived English teacher nearly 20 

years ago, I had two thoughts. One: I never want 

to leave. Two: I need comfortable shoes.  “Bring 

good walking shoes” is still the advice I give

visitors to this city that I call 
home. Here are my top five 
must-do’s to make your trip 
perfectly Prague. 

Fuel up at a First 
Republic Café
Start your day at the liter-
ary café where personalities 
such as Albert Einstein, Franz 
Kafka, and Karel Capek dined. 
Established in 1902, Café 
Louvre is one of Prague’s 
best-preserved grand cafés. Use 
the pencil and pad on the table 
to jot down your daydreams. 

Walk Back in Time 
Walk down Národní Trída 
(National Avenue) along the 

same route as protestors in 
the Velvet Revolution of 1989. 
See the memorial to President 
Vaclav Havel and the gold-
domed National Theatre. 

Souvenir Shop in Style 
Bypass big-name brands on 
Parížská Street (off Old Town 
Square) and visit SmetanaQ. 
This design shop is housed in a 
historical waterfront building 
and features handcrafted items 
by Czech and Slovak artists.

Get a Bird’s-Eye View 
Many tourists climb to the top 
of the Old Town Hall—with its 
famed 600-year-old astronom-
ical clock—to view Prague’s 

red roofs and spires from above. 
For a cheaper and more local 
option, buy a ticket at Charles 
Bridge to climb to the top of 
the Old Town Bridge Tower 
for breathtaking views of Zlatá 
Praha (Golden Prague).  

Relax at the Riverfront
Head to Náplavka, a riverfront 
boardwalk in New Town.  
En route, admire the “Dancing 
House” designed by architect 
Frank Gehry. Browse the 
Saturday farmer’s market, 
grab an espresso at a boat  
café, or listen to Czech 
musicians perform.
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